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had our share of trials, you here in tears because misfortur
dogged each step I took to reach you, and I yearning to get bac
to Ithaca but kept in cheerless exile by Zeus and all the gods ther
are. Nevertheless we have had what we desired, a night spent i
each other's arms. So now I leave the house and my belonging
in your care. As for the ravages that gang of profligates hav
made among my flocks, I shall repair the greater part by raidin
on my own, and the people must contribute too, till they hav
filled up all my folds again. But at the moment I am going to ou
orchard farm, to see my good father, who has been so miseraU
on my account. And this, my dear, is what I wish you to do
though you are too wise to need my instructions. Since it will b<
common knowledge, as soon as the sun is up, that I have killec
the Suitors in the palace, go with your ladies-in-waiting to you]
room upstairs and stay quietly there, see nobody, and ask nc
questions. *

Odysseus donned his splendid body-armour, woke up Tele-
machus, the cowman, and the swineherd, and told them all tc
arm themselves with weapons. They carried out his orders and
were soon equipped in bronze. Then they opened the doors and
sallied out with Odysseus at their head. It was broad daylight
already, but Athene hid them in darkness and soon had them
clear of the town.